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- OLD STONE CHURCH
. Fort Defiance, Augusta County
Virginiea

Owner: Presbyterisn Church,

Date of Erection: 1747.

Architect and Bullder: No record.

Present Condition: Good.

Number of Stories: One.

Materials of Construetion: Stone.

Other Exisbing Recordg: ©See text. 1

Additionel Data: See following pages.

See alpo the following reference 3
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QLD BTONE CHULRCH HABS NO.11-10

Aupgusta County, Va.
FORT DEfIANCE. ‘ y
Near staunton VR

HISTORICAL DATA Sl

The fususta or 0ld Stone Chuarch, as it is most
generally known, has a cornerstons a% the rignthand
corner of the east front with the simple marking
1747, In the Dlary of Reverend John Cralg , D.J.,
the first pastor, we are told that the bullding was

dedicated January 22, 17492,

According to the minutes of the session of T his
Presbyterian Congregation of January 2, 1848, referr-
ing to the Session House, is the statement "it was
built in 1847, the hundredth year since the bullding

of the Church'.

There have vecn many changes made to the orige
inal building. According to tradition there was a
bullding or Session Room on the north side of the
Church, which was removed when the Session Houge was
buillt one hundred yesrs later, and the entrance to
thé pulpit wag from the Session Room through a hisgh

door. The originsl roof was af wooden shingles.

In 1922 1t was decided to increase the size
of the Church building, retalining the old wortlon ag
a memorial, At thilis time the west wall was removed
and the Nave extended and the Transepts and Sunday
school roomg bullt in the present form. ‘The arch-
itects for these changes were T, J. Collins & Son,

Staunton. Refercness: Samuel J. Col;iﬁs,-'ﬁiary,gi




5&56 g . . iy ".‘;-;1

VA .

. - . ‘ - . Y- Y oRTER

John Craig, D.D., first pastor of Augusta Church 1740 g
John Gral -

to 1774, History of the Augusta Church, 1737 to 1200

by Heverend J. N. Vanbevanter, published 1G00.

Alter Braddock's defeat, this sectlon of the
country was exposcd to atbacks by the Tndian Allles
of the l'rench. At that tilme Reverend’John Craig
fortified the Church wlth palisades, a deep ditch and

)

embankment. Hence the name fort Deflancso. Keference:

Colonial Churches in Virginlia by Henry Irving Brock,

- o
paze 86,




